
loids is that is is not thoroughly referenced. It only has 480 references, 
fewer than 20 of which are from 1975 or later. In contrast, the earlier and 
somewhat shorter work by Pelletier, which dealt largely with alkaloid 
chemistry, boasted 1750 references. In the present work, the lack of ref- 
erences is made up to some extent by references to review articles a t  the 
end of each chapter, but these reviews are, of course, of even earlier vin- 
tage than the book itself. The book thus is not a good source for the latest 
information in alkaloid research, particularly in such rapidly developing 
fields as indole alkaloid biosynthesis. In addition, it also is not compre- 
hensive; several classes of alkaloids are not discussed a t  all. 

The book sets out to be a textbook, however, and it is within this 
framework that it should be judged. As the author modestly states in the 
epilogue, “The major objective.. . is to provide the beginning student 
with an appreciation of order in structure type and biogenetic reasoning. 
Hopefully, some chemistry was also learned.” Any person who takes the 
time to work through this book is certain to achieve these objectives and 
much more. The discussion of both biosynthesis and chemistry is lucid 
and concise, and the structural diagrams are excellent in quality and 
abundant in quantity. The only minor improvements that could be 
suggested would be for the initial diagrams to carry the numbering system 
for that structural type and for more diagrams to be oriented so that the 
reader does not have to turn the book around to see them. 

In conclusion, the author has written an excellenttextbook on the al- 
kaloids, and it can be recommended as the book of choice for any scientist 
wishing to become acquainted with this fascinating area of natural 
products. Persons needing detailed and up-to-date information in a 
specific area will have to supplement this book with material from review 
articles and the recent literature. 

Reuiewed by David G. I. Kingston 
Department of Chemistry 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
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cm. Price E27. 
The 11th edition of “The British Pharmaceutical Codex,” now called 

“The Pharmaceutical Codex,” contains over 1400 entries in a single al- 
phabetical sequence. Over 900 monographs on synthetic drug substances 
and natural products used in medicine are included. A typical drug 
substance monograph features the full chemical name, structural and 
molecular formulas, molecular weights, synonyms and trade names, 
physical characteristics such as solubility and specific rotation, stability 
and storage information, identification tests, metabolism, actions and 
uses, and preparations. Entries for drug classes also are included. 

Diseases and minor ailments are discussed with respect to the cause 
and nature o f  the disorder, its major signs and symptoms, and its treat- 
ment with reference to the use of drugs. Entries on analytical techniques 
such as IR and UV spectrophotometry are included. 

The first appendix describes the analytical reagents mentioned in the 
text. The second appendix gives reduced facsimile reproductions of IR 
spectra for more than 300 drug substances to aid in their identification. 
A comprehensive index with over 10,000 entries concludes the book. 

This book is a useful reference for those concerned with the manu- 
facture, formulation, distribution, dispensing, and quality control of drugs 
and medicines for human or veterinary use. 
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